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Our Indian Letter. 


By E. W, WeTHERELL, 


Sirmoor is attracting the attention of students of the stamps of the Indian 
Native States in consequence of Mr. Masson's discovery that varieties of type 
exist in the Raja's head issues. Sirmoor is one of those states in which there 
is no fear of new issues, for the State postal arrangements are now managed 
by the Post Office Department of India. There ar. only four issues of 
ordinary stamps and a fairly large number of service stamps. The regular 
issues are only 21 in number, according to Messrs. Stanley Gibbons catalogue, 
and there is not a single stamp of any rarity. Half a sovereign will cover the 
expense of a complete set. Mr. Masson's discoveries will, however, largely 
augment the number of collectible varieties and some of them may prove to 
be of considerable rarity. 

Many a keen and trained eye must have been turned on these stamps at 
various times and the wonder is that stamps which were issued in 1885 have 
never been completely examined before. It seems probable that there will 
be a considerable rise in the value of these stamps before long. 

The “ Service ” issues are not fully catalogued as yet. There are certain- 
ly more varieties of type than those shown in catalogues, besides several varie- 
ties of dropped and broken letters. 


Speaking of Official stamps: Nearly all the philatelic journals have had 
a word to say on the subject recently. Some consider that they should be 
ignored and others give considerable space to describing varieties. Surcharged 
official stamps were the cause of the unfortunate case recently tried in England. 
If official stamps are really necessary it seems preferable that a distinct 
design should be used instead of the common-place surcharge which is easy 
to forge, either to deceive a government or astampcollector. The surcharge, 
whether to alter the purpose of a stamp or its face value, has long been a 
terrible trial to collectors and soon it will have the effect of deterring young 
collectors from continuing their interest in stamp collecting. 


British Somaliland has given a good deal of worry to philatelists, chiefly 
on account of the fact that the majority are unaware that two series are in 
-use. The first is the ordinary unsurcharged set of Indian stamps. These 
are used by the military post offices ; offices which are under the control of 
the Post Office of India. These field post offices accompanied the force from 
India. The other set is used by the civil authorities and, as the government 
has its own postal arrangements, it is necessary to have a distinctive set of 
stamps to prevent confusion of accounts The other set is the ordinary 
Indian series surcharged “‘ BRITISH SOMALILAND ”’. 


An interesting result is obtainable if all the new issues of 1903 are 
tabulated under three headings: A. Those stamps clearly issued for a 
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bona fide postal requirement, such as the King’s Head issue for India, 
Cyprus &c. B. Those stamps which, while intended to be a permanent issue 
and to meet a requirement, were primarily issued with a view to making 
money out of stamp collectors. C. Those stamps which palpably owe their 
origin to the fact that there is a demand for them from collectors, such as 
the recent rubbish hailing from various French colonies. If a few of your 
readers will take the trouble to make out such a list they will find that the 
“A” class is a very small and that “‘C” is about equal to both “A" and“ B” put 
together. Where there is a demand a supply will surely come and only by 
stopping the demand can the ever increasing flow of unnecessary rubbish be 
arrested 

The S. S. S. S. was founded in England and failed. England has tried, 
India is powerless ; cannot the great U. S. A. evolve a scheme for the rescue 
of philately in the future? I believe a new album which leaves out sur- 
charged stamps has just been publisned on your side. I trust that it will 
have the success which such a publication for the purifying of our hobby 
deserves If the school boy of to-day has no spaces for * C” he will not be 
so keen to obtain the rubbish, and so part of the demand will cease, and, be 
it remembered, th: school boy of to day is the learned philatelist of the next 
decades 


Southern Indian collectors have been rejoicing that official duties have 
necessitated a tour in Bombay and Madras Presidencies by the Acting 
Director General of the Post Office of India, Mr. C. Stewart Wilson, an officer 
well known to philatelists as the President of the P. S. I. and editor of the 


P. J. J. Ihave had the pleasure of having many good “stamp talks" with 
him. There are not many sub-divisions of the subject philatelic with which 
he is not thoroughly at home. 


A great many forgeries of certain Indian States’ stamps are about 
Several have been described recently and in many cases they are very 
dangerous, not because they are well executed but in consequence of the fact 
that there may be from 20 to 40 types of the genuine stamp and com yarison 
with all the genuine types would be necessary to the majority of collectors 
before they could pronounce definitely that any particular stamp was bad. 
Let me once more urge that Native States’ stamps should only be purchased 
from well known dealers ; it is far cheaper to pay full catalogue prices for 
stamps which you know are genuine than a fraction of catalogue price, which 
is frequently accompanied with a horrible doubt of the genuineness of the 


“‘ great bargain ". 











Historical Notes on the Republic of San 


Marino and its Postage Stamps. 
By JULES BOUVEZ. 


The Republic of San Marino, the smallest on the globe, presents, from a 
postal and philatelic point of view, numerous interesting peculiarities that are 
little known. This little State, situated almost in the center of the Italian 
peninsula, between Santa Agata, Urbino and Rimini, dates from the tenth 
century ; it is administered by two Captains Regent, assisted by a Grand 
Sovereign Council composed of sixty members. It has a militia comprising 
nine companies of 950 men; its annual budget is 140,000 fr. ($28,oco). Its 
area is 59 square kilometers and its population 8,o00.* The small town of San 
Marino, which is its capital, is connected with Rimini, which is situated on 
the trunk railway which traverses the peninsula throughout its length. A 
daily coach service is established between these two towns, 16 kilometers 
apart; the journey from San Marino to Rimini is made in 3% hours, and the 
return journey in 4 hours, on account of the hills that have to be ascended. 

In the republic there are only two post offices: one, the chief office, is 
in San Marino; the other, which is the Borgo (suburban) office, is in the lower 
part; all correspondence received at the latter office reaches it through the 
chief office at San Marino. 

The organization of the postal service of this republic began a short time 
after Italian postal legislation had established uniform rules throughout the 
kingdom in the matter of postal monopoly. This organization closely followed 
the promulgation of the law of May 2nd, 1862, which went into force on 
January ist, 1863, and reserved to the State the exclusive monopoly of the 
transportation and distribution of letters, newspapers and printed matter up 
to the weight of 100 grs. 

This legislation dealt also with the arrangement of the postal tariff, and 
adopted : 

1) for letters, the uniform rate of 15 centesimi. 

2) for non periodical publications the rate of 2c per 4 grammes. 

3) for newspapers and other periodical publications the rate of 1c per 

shipment not exceeding the weight of 40 grammes. 


As for the exchange of correspondence with foreign countries, it took 
place in accordance with agreements, and the rates varied between 10 
centesimi and 1 lira. The highest rate of prepayment was 1 lira 40 centesimi, 
and this was for countries across the seas for which it was possible to prepay. 

Let us say at once that the two post offices of the Republic of San 
Marino had but very rarely occasion to apply such high rates and, as we 
shall see later, the first stamps of a higher value than 4o centesimi used in 
this republic must be considered as rarities. 

A particular fact, and one well worth pointing out is that the inhabitants 
of the Republic of San Marino possessed for nearly 36 years (from 1863 to 
1899) a privilege altogether unique and which is found in no other state; 


*An article in Zhe Cosmopolitan for January, 1904, says that the population of San 
Marino (Republic), is 11,000. 
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that is, postal exemption for the dispatch of shipments of all kinds in the 
interior of the Republic. The postage stamps which were made use of from 
1863 to 1899 were, therefore, only for the prepayment of correspondence for 
Italy and foreign countries These stamps at first were those of the old 
Sardinian States, which the Italian government had begun to adopt after the 
law of May sth, 1862, toextend their use to all the provinces of the kingdom. 
These stamps had been introduced into Lombardy in July, 1859, after the 
treaty of Villafranca, and in the provinces of Emilia (Placentia, Parma, 
Modena, Reggio. Ferrara, Bologna, Ravenna and Forli) by a decree of the 


Governor dated January 2nd, 1860. San Marino, in turn, adopted them in 
March, 1863. 


During the period from 1863 to 1877, the stamps employed in the state 
of San Marino can be classed in seven categories : 

I. Stamps of the Sardinian states of the values of 5c green, roc bistre, 
zoc blue and 4oc red, not perforated, which were in use in Italy and in the 
Republic of San Marino until December 1st, 1863. 

Among the stamps of this category cancelled at San Marino there are, 
also, found some perforated copies which come from issues of proofs made 
in Italy during the months of July and August, 1862, and which were used 
until March, 1863, but these copies are very rare. 


iy. i | 
Chil 
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If. The stamp of 2c black of the Sardinian states, typographed, which 
was used at San Marino until January 1st, 1865. 


FRANCO BOLLO) 





III. The stamp of 15c blue, adopted by the Italian postal administra- 
tion by royal decree of January 11th, 1863, and used at San‘ Marino from 
March 1st, 1863, to January 1st, 1865. 
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IV. The series of Italian stamps, typographed, of the issue of Decem- 
ber 1st, 1863, perforated 14 and printed on paper with the crown water- 
mark. Thisseries comprised the following seven values: 5c light green 
and dark green, roc orange and bistre orange, 15c blue and pale blue, 30c 
brown, 4oc pink and dark pink, 60c lilac and dark lilac, 2 lire red. 


V. The stamp of zc red and dark red, printed on paper with crown 
watermark, issue of January 1st, 1865. 


VI. The stamp) of 15c¢ blue, with surcharge 20 in black, issued on 
January ist, 1865, on' the occasion of the increase in the rate of ordinary 
letters for the interior ‘of the kingdom. 
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VII. The stamp of 2cc blue, issue of May 1st, 1867, which took the 
place of type VI and the"use of which was continued until August 1st, 1877, 
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By reason of the small''quantity of correspondence dispatched from the 
Republic to Italy and abroad, all the above-mentioned stamps, with the first 
cancellation which was in use at San Marino, are rare. There are some of 
them which may be considered as impossible to find. They are easily recog- 
nized by the cancellation, which was of the type annexed, both for the cor- 
respondence dispatched by the chief office and that sent by the suburban 
office. 

Of all the values bearing this cancellation, the unperforated stamps of 
the Sardinian states and the 6oc and 2 lire of the issue of 1863 are the rarest. 
These last must have been cancelled at San Marino in very small numbers, 
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and those which are found to-day in collections are generally but new stamps 
on which counterfeit cancellations have been applied to increase their value 
tenfold. This situation is explained on the one hand by the fact that from 
1863 to 1877, a large quantity of correspondence originating in San Marino 
was still sent out from the Republic without being prepaid, and, on the other, 
by the reason that, relations with foreign countries being of little importance, 
the application of high rates was rarely made. 

In consequence of an agreement, dated March 2nd, 1877, to go into 
force on August 1st following, the relations between Italy and San Marino 
were regulated on a new basis. This agreement lays down as a principle that 
correspondence from and to the Republic of San Marino, whatever may be 
the place of destination or origin, should be subject to the same conditions 
and rates as correspondence of the same nature originating in or destined for 
the kingdom of Italy. The same agreement decreed that the prepayment of 
correspondence coming from the Republic of San Marino should be effected 
exclusively by means of postage stamps issued by this state. 

The exchange of insured letters (valeurs déclarées) was not originally 
admitted in the relations between the state of San Marino and Italy ; on the 
other hand, these relations included the exchange of money orders, the chief 
office of San Marino being assimilated to those of the large provincial 
towns of the kingdom of Italy, inasmuch as the maximum of the orders is 
set down as 1000 lire. 

As a consequence of these arrangements, the Sovereign Council of the 
Republic, on the proposal of the Captain Regent, Mr. Biagi, decided that the 
issue of the postal values which should take the place of the Italian stamps 
that had been used up to that time should be composed of two types. The 
first type was to bear, in an ornamental frame, the indication of the 
value and the words “REP. DI S. MARINO. BOLLO POSTALE. LIBERTAS”’; the 
second type, besides the foregoing indications, was to have the coat of arms 
of the Republic. This coat of arms represents Mount Titanus with its three 
towers crowned with vanes. Of course, itis known that the town of San 
Marino is built on Mount Titanus 

Although it was first of all thought of entrusting the engraving of these 
postal vignettes to Messrs. Thomas de la Rue & Co, of London, the authors 
of the design adopted by Italy for the postage stamps of the first issue, it was, 
however, finally decided that they should, in preference, apply to an Italian 
engraver of the firm of Pellas Bros., of Genoa, who had, in competition with 
Thomas de la Rue, presented a well conceived design for the first Italian 
stamps. 

The two types proposed in May, 1877, were soon adopted by the Grand 
Sovereign Council, who had the plates sent to the Ministry of Public Works, 
in Turin, which undertook the manufacture. The impression was well 
executed and the stamps delivered at the San Marino office to be put into 
use on August 1st, 1877. 


The series comprised five values typographed on plain white paper bear- 
ing the royal crown as a watermark. ‘The 2 centesimi green is the only value 
created of type I. 
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The other four values, all of type II, are: 10c blue, 20c vermillion, 30c 
brown and qoc violet. 

As will be seen, the second type differs from the first in the design of the 
oval, which reproduces on a full background (instead of on a vermiform 
design) the coat of arms of the Republic (instead of the indication of the 
value in figures). 

At the time when these first five values appeared, the tariff on corres- 
pondence sent from San Marino to Italy comprised the following rates : 


1). 1c for newspapers and periodical works, up to the weight of 
80 grammes ; 


2). 2c for printed matter, non-periodical, up to the weight of 80 
grammes ; 

3). 2cc for ordinary letters, with a 15 gramme progression of weight ; 

4). 30c for the registration fee on shipments of all kinds. 


As to the rates on correspondence for foreign countries, they were ar- 
ranged as follows : 


1). rec per 50 grammes for printed matter, newspapers and business 
papers. 

2). 20c for notice of receipt of shipments of all kinds. 

3). 30c for registration fee and the postage of a single letter of 15 
grammes. 

From these data, it will be easily understood why the stamps of 10, 30 
and 4oc have always been considered as the best values of the series; there- 
fore, taking the foregoing into account, the five values, in respect to rarity, 
are classed as follows : 


30c brown, value 5 fr new, fr. 5.00 cancelled. 
4oc violet, we Ceti . 
roc blue, ” it [ae . 
2oc vermilion, “ 075 “ “ 0.50 Vp 
2c green, - Ee See = 


As the town of San Marino had no newspaper publishers at the time 
when the first stamps appeared, the rate of 1c, which, moreover, could not be 
represented by any value, was not applied. It was, however, practically 
decided that for shipments which in the future should be subject to that rate, 
use should be made of a 2c stamp cut diagonally in half and that each half 
should be recognized officially as representing the rate of such shipments 

This decision, then, allows us to class as official values the parts of the 
2c stamps cut diagonally and each part bearing a complete impression of the 
cancelling stamp This impression is round; it measures 26mm. in diameter 
and bears in addition to the inscription “ Republica di S. Marino’, the in- 
dication of the date, month and year, as well as a star in the lower part of the 
circle. This star is replaced by the indication “‘ Borgo” (suburb) in the im- 
pression of the date stamp in use at that office. 


[Zo be continued. | 








Notes Upon Stamps and their Varieties. 





By Geo. L Toppan. 


Copyrighted. All rights reserved. 





[Continued from page 14.| 
- Chinese Treaty Ports, 
Amoy, 1896. 

















Yac on 4c and %c on 5c.-—There are two types of this surcharge as 
illustrated above. In type I (Fig. 185), the surcharged value reads “ Ha// 
Cent” in two lines while, in type II (Fig. 186), it reads “‘'%c”. A/variety is 
— found in both values of each type 
Type I. Var.—The word “ Cent” is spelled “ Gent”. 
Type II. Var.—The “ 2” of “ 4%” has a straight tail. 


Chefoo, 1894. 


re oreres 


sere 
CHEFOO 





Fig. 187. 


¥%c, 1c and 5c.— These stamps, having been re-engraved, may be distin- 
guished from the series of 1893 (Fig 187), by the shading forming the clouds. 
In the 1893 stamps the clouds are quite light and broken while, in those of 
ee 1894, they are much heavier. 


Chinkiang. 
PosTAGE Due STAmMpPs. 
1894. 
POSTAGE 
DUE, 

Rm 


Fig. 188. 


ae - ~ - ee 
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_ _2¢.—There is an error in this stamp (Fig. 188), in which the word “ DuE” 
is misspelled “ DE” 


_ 5c.—An error is known in which the word “ Five” is misspelled “ FivR”. 
(Fig. 189). 
Kew Kiang. 


PosTaAGE Dur STAMPS. 





Postage 
Due 


K 
Fig. 192. 


1c and 2c.— Both of these values (Figs. 190 and 191), exist with the word 
“posTaGE”. (Fig. 192), misspelled “ postac ”. 


Shanghai, 1865-66. 











Yi |smanamat L.P.O. Lt 














Of the second type of this series (Fig. 193), that with “ CANDAREENS’ 
in the plural, there are two varieties of the two, four and eight candareens 
which differ only in the Chinese inscription denoting the value, as follows : 


3A 


Fig. 194. Fig. 195. 
_ 2c. Type I.—The Chinese character denoting the value is “ Liang”’. 
(Fig. 194). 
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_ 2c. Type I1—The Chinese character denoting the value is “ Erh”. 
(Fig. 195). 


Fig. 196. Fig. 197. 
4c. Type I.—The Chinese characters denoting the value read “4 can 
dareens silver”. (Fig. 196). 
4c. Type IIl.—The Chinese characters denoting the value read “ 4 mace 
silrer” or, as a mace is equal to ten candareens, ‘40 candareens silver’ 
(Fig. 197). 


Fig. 198. Fig. 199. 
8c. Type I.—The Chinese characters denoting the value read “8 can- 
dareens silver’. (Fig. 198). 
8c. Type IIl.—As in the four candareens an error in the Chinese in- 
scription makes it read “8 mace silver” or,“ 80 candarcens silver”. (Fig. 


199). 
16c.—A variety of this value exists in which the “1” of “16” is missing, 


making it read “6 candareens” 














3c gray blue.-—-This is due to an imperfect transfer, one of the 


figures being broken so as to resemble a “ 3 (Fig. 200). The same cause 
has produced a figure closely resembling a “6” in the sheet of the 3 can- 
dareens, yellow, of the next issue. 


1890. 


1c on 20c brown.— Through error the surcharges upon the eleventh and 
twelfth stamps in the sheet of the twenty cent value read “‘ Half Cent” instead 
of “ One Cent."’ The correct stamp for this surcharge is the 15c violet. (Fig. 
201). 

%c on half of sc. Type I.—The tail of the “2” of “1%” is straight. 
(Left surcharge on Fig. 2o01a). 
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a ee on rasa of at Type pli tail of the “2” of “%” is curved. 
ight surcharge on Fig. 2014). 


Wuhu, 1896. 











Fig. 202, 


%c onic. Type I.—The tail of the “2” of “4%” iscurved (Fig. 202) 
Y%c onic. Type Il.—The tail of the “2” of “ 4%” is straight 


PosTAGE Due STAMPS. 


1895. 
Postage 
‘Due, 


Fig. 203. 


15c.—A variety of this stamp (Fig. 203), is known in which the letter 
“a” of “PosTAGE” is missing. 


Colombian Republic. 
1860. 


Fig. 204. 


5c d/ue.—-By an error a cliché of the five centavos value was inserted in 
the plate of the twenty centavos, thus accounting for the five centavos stamp 
in this°color. (Fig. 204). 
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As originally prepared the stamps of this series (Fig. 205), had a star 
before and after the value. These, however, were erased, in a very imperfect 
manner, before the stamps were printed, so that early impressions show traces 
of them; later on the remaining traces were completely erased. No stamps 
showing perfect stars are known to us, which fact proves the erasure to have 
been made prior to the printing of any stamps. 

All values are known in both states of the stone. There are, in addition, 
two other varieties, as follows: 

10c.— Period after “‘ 10”. 

50c red.—The existence of the fifty centavos in this color is due to the 
inclusion of a cliché of this value in a plate of the twenty centavos value. 


Fig. 206. 


1oc.—As in the last series a variety of this stamp exists with a period 
afterthe “10”. (Fig. 206). 


Fig. 207. 


soc. Type I.—The indication of value, in the lower label, is in tall, 
rather thin lettering The “5 ’’ is noticeably taller than the remainder of the 


inscription, measuring 244mm. in height while the “o ” and the word “centr” 
measure but 7mm. The total length, including the period, is 12mm. 

In the colored band surrounding the central oval are nine stars: the first 
is immediately under the first “£"’ of the inscription; the second is under the 
“ge” of “pe”; the third under the “L”’ of “ coLompia"’; the fourth under, 
and a trifle to the left of, the “‘s” of ‘‘coLtomBia”’; the fifth is below, and a 
trifle to the right of, the period after ‘“‘coLompia ”’; the sixth is under the 
“re” of “ corrEOS ”; the seventh is under the first “Na” of “‘NACIONALES”; 
the eighth under the second “Nn”’, and the ninth under the “s” of “ Nacton- 
ALES”. 

soc. Type I1.—The value in the lower label is in much smaller lettering, 
measuring 104mm. in length by 14mm. high. The nine stars are placed as 
follows: first, under and a trifle to the left of the ‘‘u'"’; second, under the 
“c” of “co_omBia”; third, under the space between the “ i" and the second 
“o" of “coLtomBia”’; fourth, under the “Bs” of “cotomsBia”’; fifth, under 
and a trifle to the right of the “a” of “ cotompia” (which, in this type, is 
not followed by a period); sixth, under the “ Re” of “corRrEos"’; seventh, 
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under the first “Nn” of “ NACIONALES”; eighth, under the “o”, and the ninth 
under the “ge” of “ NACIONALES”. 

1p. Var. 1.—There is a period after the word “ pEso”’. 

ip. Var, 2.—There is a small “o” in “ peso”. 

ip. Var 3.—The “s” in “pgso” is larger than any of the other 
letters 

Both the fifty centavos and one peso, as above described, are of the type 
illustrated as Fig 207. 


- Fig. 208 


1p —There are four varieties of this stamp (Fig. 208), differing from 
each other in the lettering of the inscription “un peso ” as follows : 

Var. 1.—Small “uv” in “ un” and “so” in “ pEso”. 

Var. 2.—Small “n” in “un” and “so” in “ peso”, 

Var. 3.—Small “Nn 


in “un”, 
Var. 4.—Small “o 


in “ peso”. 


Type I.—The “8” of “cotomsia”’ is above the “ vo” of “ cen- 
(Fig. 209). 
Type I11.—The “8” of “cotomBia” is above the ‘v” of “ cENn- 


1870-77. 


ae 
SIONS 
>. 


1870. 5p.—The ornament to the left of the “c” of “ cinco”’ cuts into 
the “c” and the shading of the flag, which is formed of diagonal lines, is not 
very pronounced. (Fig. 210). 
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1877. 5§p.—The ornament to the left of the “c” of “cinco” only 
touches that letter and shading of the flag, which is quite pronounced, is 
formed of vertical and diagonal lines 

1870. top—The stars appear to have extra 1ays between their points 
and there are a few horizontal lines of shading at each end of the central 
portion of the shield. (Fig. 211). 

1877. 10p.—The stars are five-pointed and have no extra rays. There 
are no shade lines in the central portion of the shield. 


1oc, Type I.—The “o” and the “s” of “ corREos” are the same size, 
(Fig. 212). 
toc. Type Il.—The “s” of “correos” is larger than the “o”’ 


1879. 
POLLOOSLK LHS 


i No nay etampillas 
on 10 canravos. 
Patataatatstakatatcs 
Fig. 213. 


The stamps of this series (Fig. 213) have five varieties each, of which 
only the following are worthy of special mention : 
Var. 1.—“ Hal” instead of “Hay”. 
5c black. 
soc black. 
Var. 2.—“‘n” of “no” inverted. 
roc black. 
2oc black. 
These varieties occur upon all three varieties of paper, i. e. white, buff 
and blue. 


1881-83. 


period before “ unton” is round and there are rays 


between the stars and the condor. (Fig. 214). 
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1883. 1¢.—The period before ‘“‘ uNION ” is square and there are no rays 
between the stars and the condor. 

1881. 2c.—The “2” and the “c” in the corners are placed straight. 
(Fig. 215). 

1883. 2c.—The “2” and “c” in the corners are placed slanting as in 
the one centavo value 

1881, 5c.—The last star to the right almost touches the frame. 

1883. 5c.—The last star to the right touches the wing of the condor 

1881. roc —The letters of the inscriptions are thin; there are rays below 
the stars and the left wing of the condor barely touches the frame. (Fig 216). 

1883. soc.—The letters are thicker; there are no rays under the stars 
and the right wing of the condor touches the frame. 


Type I.—The letters of “ pE Los” are large, as in Fig. 217. 
Type II1.—The letters of “ pE Los” are small, as in Fig. 218. 
Type I.—The letters of “pe Los” are large, as in Fig. 217. 


Type IIl.—The letters of “ pe Los” are small, as in Fig. 218. 


1887-99. 


Fig 219. Fig. 220. 


2oc —The word “ REPUBLICA ” is erroneously spelled “ REPULICA”, 
20c.— REPUBLICA ” is correctly spelled. (Fig. 220). 


1888-99. 
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1888. soc.—This stamp (Fig. 221), was first issued in violet in 1892. 
The space outside of the ornaments in the upper corners is more or less filled 
in with a ground of solid color which gives a square effect to the corners. 
The inscriptions are rather small, that in the band surrounding the central 
oval being well spaced and placed so nearly in the centre of the band as to 
leave a portion of the ground of solid color between it and the colorless frame 
lines, giving the appearance of there being a colored line above and below the 
inscription. The letters of “‘ceENTAvos” are quite open. 

The numerals of value are rather large; the lower line of the flag of the 
5” curves upward, giving the end a very rounded appearance, while the 
ball of the same figure is decidedly notched below. The color is of a very 
bluish tint. 

1899. soc —This (Fig 222), is a re-engraved copy of the last. There 
is no colored groundwork outside of the ornaments in the upper corners, 
which appear rather pointed The inscription in the oval band is larger, so 
much so that there is practically no spacing between the words and only a 
very thin line of color between the lettering and the colorless frame-lines of 
the band. “cENTAvos”’, also, is larger and the letters are less open. The 
numerals are smaller than in the stamp of 1888; the flag of the “5” is almost 
straight, being only very slightly rounded at the end, and the ball, while very 
small, is perfect and has no notch. The color is much more reddish and the 
stamp is printed on glazed paper. 


“ 





Siam. 


—_—— 


ITS POSTAL ORGANIZATION AND ITS POSTAGE STAMPS. 


Translated from L'Echo de la Timbrologie. 
[Continued from page 26.| 


It was also in 1891, at the meeting of the Postal Congress in Vienna, 
that Siam became a party to the agreement concerning the exchange of 
international money-orders and concluded a treaty with the German govern- 
ment which permitted her to exchange money orders with the majority of 
the countries exchanging this service with Germany. 

This extension, added to that resulting from the direct exchange of 
money-orders with France and the French colonies, which was organized 
October 1, 1893. led to a new increase of business. In October, 1893. find 
ing that the stock of the 4 atts stamp was almost exhausted, they surcharged 
with this value the 24 atts of the issue of 1887, there being a large surplus of 
this stamp in stock. This was done in order to avoid a new printing of the 4 
atts, which could not have been made in time to meet the needs of the service. 


4 atts 4 atts. 4 atts 4 atts. 
TYPE I. TYPE Il. TYPE Ill. TYPE IV. 


This surcharge having been printed in blocks of ten upon each sheet of 
120, many varieties are found which may be catalogued as follows : 


A.—English surcharge measuring 8% to 9 mm. 


4 atts on 24 atts, lilac and blue, with double Siamese surcharge 
pie tes, fs _ ms ** Siamese surcharge omitted. 
iad ia) English “ “ 


“6 “ ** double English surcharge. 


“ce a 


B.—Surcharge measuring 10 to 11% mm. 

4 atts on 24 atts, lilac and blue, with surcharge omitted. 
= = * = ‘* double Siamese surcharge. 

Siamese surcharge measuring 4 mm. 
high 

double English surcharge 


se “ “ec 
a “ te 


Aside from the varieties A4 and B4, which are rarely seen, all of the 
varieties have about the same value, as they are generally found printed in 
equal quantities upon each sheet.’ 


5. Here, again, we find ourselves unable to agree with the author. 

There are no illustrations of the 4 atts surcharges in the original article but we have 
inserted four, showing the varieties of the English surcharge which are generally recognized 
by collectors and cataloguers. it might be claimed that two of these types differ from the 
other two only by the addition of a period but, as none of them are varieties which occur 
a few times in a sheet but each was employed for surcharging entire sheets, we feel that we 
are justified in calling them types. Furthermore, the Siamese surcharge on type I is quite 
different from that on the other three types. We may mention here that both these varieties 
of the Siamese surcharge are to be found in sheets on which the English surcharge has not 
been added, 


Neither can we agree that the surcharge is applied in blocks of ten. A careful examina - 
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At the time when these surcharges appeared the postal administration 
proved, beyond question, numerous infractions of the postal monopoly ; thus 
it happened that, notwithstanding that, in 1892, fines to the amount of 1495 
ticals were inflicted by the department for the unlawful carrying of mail 
matter, it was proved by the inspection of 1893 that the frauds had not 
diminished. 

According to the Siamese postal law of 1885 any person who transports 
a letter which should have passed through the post office renders himself 
liable to a fine which may amount to §0 ticals per letter. Anyone caught 
breaking this law is arrested and imprisoned until the fine is paid; then, 
when released, he is made to sign a document in which he agrees not to 
offend in this manner in the future. It is the Chinese, more than all others, 
who practise this fraud ; their letters, sent from a Chinese locality where 
there is no post office having connections with Bangkok, or vice versa, if 
passed through the Bangkok post office would be charged 2 atts per half ounce 
To evade the payment of this tax the Chinese constantly resort to fraud 
Their letters are generally brought to Bangkok by travellers or employes of 
the boats in “clubbed packets” which contain hundreds of letters After 
their arrival they are sent directly to the Chinese commercial houses or 
carried to stations established by the Chinese, of which some twenty exist in 
Bangkok 

Che examination of travelers and their baggage by the customs officials 
is the only means at the disposal of the Siamese postal officials for uncover- 
ing this fraud. If one stops to realize that there are a million Chinese in 
Siam, of which number more than a hundred thousand live in the capital, it 
may be easily understood that thousands of letters, which should be found 
by the customs officials, escape the tax. They do not limit themselves to 
frauds against the postal monopoly ; in order to escape the more important 
taxes the Siamese often fraudulently represent the value of their letters etc.; 
which explains the infrequent use of the stamp of 64 atts, which was issued 
mainly for the tax upon postal packets and shipments of money. We cite a 
characteristic case to show to what degree the Siamese pursue their pro 
pensity for sending valuables in letters or packets without declaring them; 
their sole aim being to economize in postal charges 

One day the custom house at London received from Siam many postal 
packets which, in accordance with the declaration of their contents, should 
have contained canes and office fittings to a total value of £7.10. These 





tion of a number of sheets and large blocks shows us that the Siamese surcharge was applied to 
one stamp at atime, by hand, while the English surcharge was printed, by a press, on a whol: 
sheet at once, Evidence of the two processes of printing is to be found in the character o 
the impressions of the two surcharges. 

That the Siamese surcharge was printed on one stamp at a time is proved by the fact 
that, on blocks selected from the same part of two sheets, the surcharges occupy different 
relative positions. On occasions, we find the Siamese surcharge inverted, double or omitted. 
These varieties are placed i:regularly and not in groups of ten, as they should be if the 
author's claim were correct. In our experience these varieties are scarce, especially the first 
and third, and are not by any means ‘* found in equal quantities upon each sheet’. 

As evidence that the English surcharge is printed on the whole sheet at one time we 
have settings of types | and Il which contain an inverted ‘*s” once (not twelve times) in 
each sheet. There are also broken letters and those from wrong fonts of type which occur 
regularly but, only once or twice, ina sheet, Finally, we have asheet on which the surcharge 
has been misplaced so that, on each row of stamps, it slants up from left to right. Every 
row is printed in this way and the surcharge is at the same angle on each. 

Concerning variety Bi we may add that stamps with this type of surcharge may be 
found with either the English or the Siamese surcharge omitted.—Eps. A, J. P. 
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packets, in reality, contained a collection of diamonds valued at about £25,- 
000, or 625,000 francs, as the customs officials discovered. The sender, a 
lady who lived in Siam, had been desirous of economizing on the postage, 
which would have been about #3, and she had not hesitated to put objects 
of such great value in the mails without declaring them. 

During the year 1894 the principal improvements introduced in the 
postal service related to the postal routes, which underwent important changes 
and extensions. Many secondary routes were established which served to 
more closely unite the localities situated upon the right bank of the Mekong 
with the main route to Bangkok. The most important of these routes was 
no less than five hundred miles (805 kilometres) in length and the carriers 
took about a month in traversing it 

In central Siam, starting from Korat, routes to Nangoug and to Chaturat 
and Pookiew were established and a weekly service inagurated. 

In southern Siam a weekly territorial service was organized and con 
nected with the line from Bangkok to Kabin and another, with a service once 
in fifteen days, connected Sissophone and Sangha. 

On the eastern coast (gulf of Siam), where a weekly service, which was 
assured by the steamers running along the coast, was already established, 
the administration established a second one between Chantaboon and 
Prachuntakirikate (Ko-Kong) on the Cambodian frontier. 

These extensions, which led to an important increase of the postal busi- 
ness, made their influence felt in the relations between the localities served 
by the new routes, as also with the Straits Settlements and China. These 
conditions were not long in bringing about a shortage of the postage stamps 
of 1 and 2 atts, a shortage which was overcome by new surcharges upon the 
64 atts stamp; of which the stock on hand was still largely in excess of the 
postal requirements 

The surcharges of 1 and 2 upon the 64 aits, by which they brought out 
a new provisional issue in 1894 present many varieties, especially in the figure 
of value and the word “Atts’ of the English surcharge. 


2423029 


. ‘ti ts ay VS RE 


There is but a single type of the figure “1” in the surcharge “1 Att”; 
but the surcharge “2 Atts”’, on the contrary, presents, so far as the figure 


é. 


2°’ is concerned, six different types as illustrated above * 


6. Again we cannot agree with the author. We find at least three types of the figure 
“¢1" and seven of the ‘‘2”. We have inserted in the article illustrations which we have 
lettered A, B,C, Dand E. Taking first the « att on 64 atts: In settings A and B the figure 
“1.” is thick, 2% mm. high, with a well-defined serif and cross-bar. In setting C the “1” 
is very thin, measures a scant 2 mm. in height, and has the serif and cross bar so faint that 
in many specimens they cannot be seen at all. The ‘‘1” and ‘‘ Att” are usually separated 
by a space of 2 mm. but in one stamp in the sheet there is no space between them, so that 
they appear to constitute one word. There is another setting which we do not illustrate ; 
it is very like setting C but the ‘‘1" appears to be thicker, is a full 2 mm. high, and has a 
distinct serif and cross-bar. There is a space of 34% mm. between ‘' 1” and ** Att”. 

There are some varieties which are not noted in the Echo. In setting A we find the 
period on a level with the top of the ‘‘s” of “ Atts”, the ‘‘s” inverted, and the whole sur- 
charge, both English and Siamese, inverted. Of setting C we have stamps with double sur- 
charge, without Siamese surcharge, with a second impression on the back (either in the 
normal position or inverted), and with the error ‘‘ 1 Atts”’. 

Turning to the 2 atts on 64 atts we find two varieties of setting D, one of which contains 
all the types numbered I to VI of the figure “2”, while the other is composed entirely of 
type IV. In the latter there is usually more space between the ‘‘2” and the word “ Atts” 
oon in the former. Setting E has the figure ‘‘ 2"' of the same shape as types | and IV but 





As to the word “ Att ie the following varieties are to be found : 


Atts, with the letter ‘‘s”, measuring 9mm. long including the period, 
Atts, ‘. “ce ‘- “ “ee 7mm. Lad 

Att, without the letter fs measuring 5 %mm. long inc luding the pe riod. 
Att, “ce a 8mm. a) 

Att, - “ or the period.’ 


The many varieties of the 1894 provisional series of Siam may, therefore, 
be classified as follows : 


t Att on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period. 


“ec “ “ ‘ 


without , r 

Atts on 64 atts, - 7) ” with period, 
type I. 

Atts on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period, 
type II. 

Atts on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period, 
type IIL. | 

Atts on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period, 
type IV. 

Atts on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period, 
type V. 

Atts on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period, 
type VI. 

Att on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, with period, 
type y,% 

Att on 64 atts, lilac and orange brown, black surcharge, without 
period, type VI 


We will add that types I, II, 1V and VI are found with the word “ Atts”’, 
measuring 7 and g mm. and type V, with the word “ Att’, measuring 5% 
and 8mm. Numbers 1 and 3 are also found with the surcharge; inverted 


10 Atts. 


On account of the constant fall in the value of silver and, consequently, 
of the rate of international postage, the Siamese government, in December, 


of a size intermediate between them. This setting appears to be the same as C with the 
value altered and, like it, has a companion setting which is distinguished by a space of 3% 
mm. instead of 2 mm, between the figure ‘*2” and “ Atts” 

In setting D we know the following varieties: Type | with double English surcharge, 
with inverted ‘‘s” in ‘‘ Atts”, and with the period on a level with the top of the ‘‘s” 
Type IV with the period misplaced, thus * Att s". In setting E we find the surcharge in- 
verted, double (one being inverted), the “s” of ‘‘ Atts” inverted, with an extra impression 
on the back (either normal or inverted), and the error ‘‘ 2 Att '".—Eps, A. J. P. 


1 Atts. L Att. 1 Att. 2 Atts. 2 Atts. 


A B ; D E 


7, 0, 11. We have never seen these varieties without the period. If they exist we 
think it must be as varieties in the sheets and not as entire settings Eps. A. J. P 

8. The author forgets the surcharge ‘‘ 1 Atts” on 64 atts.—Eps A J. P. 

10, tr. So far as our knowledge goes—and one of us has been a specialist of Siamese 
stamps for many years—the variety ‘‘ 2 Att” (without the final ‘‘s’’) occurs once in setting 
E with the 34mm. space between the numeral and ‘ Atts"”. It does not occur in types V, 
VI or any other type of setting D.—Eps. A. J. P. 
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1894, raised to 10 atts (silver), as being the equivalent of 25 centimes. the rate 
of postage for ordinary letters destined for countries in the Postal Union. 

For the same reason the rate on letters to the Straits Settlements China, 
Macao, Cochin-China, Cambodia, Sarawak and North Borneo which was 8 
atts, was raised, at the same time, to 10 atts per half ounce. This led to a 
new provisional issue, so as to obtain a 1o atts stamp, and they surcharged 
this value upon the 24 atts of the issue of April 1, 1887. In this new value 
the surcharge is in English and Siamese characters and the word “‘atts”’ 
measures 7 mm. including the period. Some specimens of this stamp are 
known with the letter “s ’ of “atts” inverted. 

‘the year 1895 was not less notable than its predecessors for the better- 
ments introduced in the Siamese postal service. Of these one of the most 
important was the establishment of a continuous service between. Bangkok, 
Singora and Kalantan, a distance of over soo English miles. Another ser- 
vice was established between Singora and Kédah and a third between Lak- 
hon and Trang. , 

On the 1st of April, 1895, the Siamese postal network comprised eighty- 
two routes divided as follows: one railroad route (Bangkok to Paknam), 
forty nine messenger routes. twenty-five routes upon rivers andcanals. and 
seven which were partly by land and partly by water. The service was 
daily upon two of the lines, twice per week upon six, once a week upon 
forty eight and once every fifteen days upon the other twenty six 

During the period from 1891 to 1895 the Siamese postal traffic had con- 
tinually increased. The number of letters to and from points within Siam, 
which had been 126,868 in 1891, had increased to 243,447 in 1895. The 
number of postal cards handled had attained the figure of 9,220 in 1895, 
while in 1891, they were but 3,116. 

In international traffic the increase had been no less important. We 
cite especially the considerable increase in the amount of registered mail 
matter sent and received. which numbered 18,307 pieces in 1895, while, in 
1891. it was but 8,971. 

The Siamese statistics show that, in 1895, the most important inter 
national relations were with Great Britain; the interchanges with this 
country comprising 23 percent of the total business. Following Great 
Britain came, in the order of their importance: the Straits Settlements with 
22 per cent.; British India with 9 per cent.; France with 8 per cent; Ger- 
many with 6 per cent. and the United States with 5 per cent. 

Notwithstanding the importance of the business and the fact that the 
post office receipts had been largely augmented during the five years from 
1891 to 1895, the financial results at the end of 1895 were far from being 
favorable, as the year closed with an average deficit of 63 315 ticals which 
was due to the expenses necessitated by the postal routes and general better 
ments introduced in the internal service. 

The administration then, deemed it prudent to postpone the issue of a 
new series of stamps, notwithstanding that the need of them was beginning 
to make itself felt. To provide for the more urgent needs they transformed 
the 12 atts, lilac and carmine, into provisional stamps of the values of 1, 3, 
and 4 atts. This could be the more easily done as the use of the 12 atts 
stamp had been considerably restricted by the changes in the postal rates, 

The 12 Atts was first overprinted. in August, 1896, with the surcharge 
“4Atts”. In April, 1898, they applied the surcharge “ 3 Atts” to the same 
stamp. Finally, in May, 1899, the same stamp appeared surcharge “1 att”. 

These three provisional values, the last of the series, present the follow- 
ing varieties : 
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4 atts on 12 atts, lilac and carmine, black surcharge, measuring 8% mm. 
ali eit ” a ” double indication of 

value. Surcharge measuring 11% mm. 

4 atts on 12 atts, lilac and carmine, black surcharge, measuring 9% mm. 

3 atts “ “a ” - om ~ 9% mm. 

ratt “ 9 " 7 1 - the letters of “* Att” 
being spaced and the surcharge measuring 9% mm. 

t att on 12 atts, lilac and carmine, black surcharge. ‘“ Att’ with letters 
close together and the surcharge measuring 8% mm. 

r att on 12 atts, lilac and carmine, black surcharge. Figure “1” inverted 
and surcharge measuring 9% mm.' 

The supply of the postal values of the 1887 series being almost exhausted 


at the end of 1899, the administration began to think of issuing stamps of a 
new type 


12, Most of the measurements given in this table are incorrect and a great many stampS 
which belong to the three issues which it covers do not appear to be known to the author. 


For the benefit of our readers we shall rewrite the list To save repetition we will say that 


all the stamps have the surcharge in black and the measurements include the period. 


4 Atts. 4 Aits. 


1896 
1. 4 atts on 12 atts lilac and carmine, ‘‘ Atts”” 8% mm. 
Variety: Inverted ‘‘s” in * Atts”. 
1897? 
2. 4 atts on 12 atts lilac and carmine, ‘‘ Atts’ 
Variety: No period. 
" Double surcharge. 
Double surcharge without period. 
3. 1 atts on 12 atts lilac and carmine, ‘‘Atts” 7% mm. 
« Nos. 2 and 3 appear to be from the same setting excepting the numerals in English and 
Siamese. 


: Att. 2 Atts. 3 Atts. 4 Atts. 


In 1898 there appeared quite a group of surchargéd stamps. We illustrate the English 
surcharges on four of them. This group is characterized by short, squatty letters. The 
letter ‘‘ A” is usually broad in proportion to its height but one stamp on each sheet has a 
narrow “A”, 

4. 1 att on 12 atts lilac and carmine, ‘‘ Atts” 6% mm, 
5. 1 atts on 12 atts lilac and carmine, ‘‘ Atts” 74% mm 
6. 2 atts on 64 atts lilac and orange brown, ‘‘ Atts"" 74% mm. 
7. 3 atts on 12 atts lilac and carmine, ‘‘Atts” 74% mm. 
z Variety : Double surcharge. 
8. 4 atts on 12 atts lilac and carmine, ‘‘ Atts"” 74% mm. 
Variety : Double surcharge. 
9. 4 atts on 24 atts lilac and blue, * Atts” 7% mm, 


There is a second setting of the 3 atts on 12 atts which differs from No 7 in having a 
space of 4% mm., instead of 2% mm., between the “ 3”’ and ‘‘Atts”. This setting is also 
known doubly surcharged. 


| As 2 Atts. 


In 1899 there were issued three surcharges: 1 att on 12 atts, 1 att on 64 atts and 
2 atts on 64 atts. On examining the sheets of the ‘‘1 att” surcharges we find that in the 
left half the word *‘ Att” has a broad ‘* A’ and measures about 7 mm., while, in the right 
half, the ‘‘ A” is narrow and the letters set further apart so that the word measures about 
8mm. The ‘‘2 atts” has the same characteristics but ‘* Atts” measures 8% and 9% mm, 
In the 1 att on 12 atts we find a stamp with the figure ** 1” inverted and another with 


the last ‘-t” of ‘‘ Att” inverted. Inthe sheet of the 2 atts on 64 atts one stamp is sur- 
charged, in error, ‘‘ r atts".—Eps. A. J. P. 





Two essays were produced ; both had the same design forthe frame but 
the head of the king was three-quarters face on one and profile on the other 
The second type (head in profile) was adopted for the postage stamps and 
it was proposed to use the first type (three quarters face), which had been 
abandoned in 1885 (appendix VI to the ordinance of May 12, 1885), for the 
fiscal stamps. 

The trial was made, but they very quickly perceived the inconvenience 
of simultaneously employing two types of stamps, each of which was available 
for franking foreign correspondence, especially as such a course was not in 
accord with the rules of the Postal Union. 

The use of stamps of the first type (three-quarter's face) was, therefore, 
discontinued, but it is true, nevertheless, that they were used for several days 
for franking letters, notwithstanding that such use was contrary to the inten- 
tions of the postal department. 

We cannot, then, properly speaking, consider these stamps as being other 
than fiscals, since no decree authorizing their use as postage stamps was ever 
issued. When found upon a letter these stamps. which are rarely met with, 
should be, it appears to us, considered only as postal curiosities, so we will 
say no more about them 

As to type IJ, which are the stamps actually in use, the series comprises 
nine values, of which three are printed in the colors adopted for their 
respective values by the Universal Postal Union, they are : 


1 att, green (for printed matter); 
4 atts, carmine (for samples and documents); 
10 atts, blue, (for foreign letters). 


The other values, printed in two colors, are: 3 atts, red and blue; 8 atts, 
green and orange; 12 atts, lilac and carmine; 24 atts, lilac and blue and 64 
atts, lilac and brown. 

The series is completed by the 2 atts, yellow-green, which was issued 
specially to pay the postage on newspapers of a maximum weight of 2 ounces 
to their destination in China and the Straits Settlements. 


The privilege of franking official correspondence, which was granted by 
the law of June 3cth, 1885, and which all departments of the government 
and all of the provincial governors enjoyed, having been proved to be one of 
the principal causes of the deficit of the postal department, the administra- 
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tion decreed its suppression in April, 1893, and, to continue the privilege 
where it rightfully belonged, issued the official stamp which we illustrate 
above * 

This stamp, which is without indication of value measures 42 x 27 mm.; 
it is printed upon white wove paper and the inscriptions, in relief, appear in 
white upon a red ground. It is an imitation of the return stamp used in 
Japan since 188s. 

Here ends our study of the stamps of the kingdom of Siam, a collection 
of which is very interesting and can still be acquired complete without too 
great expenditure ; we recommend it to our readers. 


13 We have always understood that the purpose of this stamp was indicated by the inscr'p- 
tion “* OFFICIALLY seaLeD '; that is to say, that it is merely a label used to seal letters found 
open in the mails or damaged in transit. Many other countries use similar labels for this 
purpose. We have never heard that any of them possessed franking power.—Ebs. A. J. P. 





The First Issue of Panama. 


By Joun N. Lurr. 


Any country which is “in the public eye,” in which events of great im- 
portance are taking place, especially war or a change of government, is certain 
to attract the attention of philatelists. This has been the case with Panama. 
The recent coup a'¢tat, by which the former state of the Colombian Republic 
renounced its allegiance to that country and elevated itself into an indepen- 
dent republic, was not unnoticed by stamp collectors. The fact that our own 
country had interests in that region and hoped to have stilt greater ones, com- 
bined with the possibility of some closer political affiliation. made it still more 
interesting. When a provisional issue of stamps appeared, nothing further 
was needed to make Panama the subject of a popular rush. The timid col- 
lector who feared that prices would go up and the speculator who hoped that 
they would, vied with each other to bring about that end, and their efforts 
have been crowned with success. Panama, whose stamps had formed part of 
the issues of a neglected and despised country, speaking in a philatelic sence, 
became the fad of the hour and rode on the crest of the wave of popularity. 
Then began the quest for the cheap and supposedly common stamps. Collec- 
tors soon awoke to the fact that some of the stamps were difficult to get, that 
dealers both at home and abroad had very little of the first issue to offer, 
and that much that was offered excited suspicion as to its originality. Then 
some one said ‘ Reprints?’’—and the collectors began to worry. Some of 
them were kind enough to come around and attempt to transfer their worries 
to me. AsI rather enjoy philatelic problems, I decided to study the first 
issue of Panama. I have not yet found out all that I would like to know upon 
the subject, but, since some of my friends are becoming impatient, I have 
concluded to lay before the readers of the A. J. P. such information as I now 
have, hoping that others may take up the work and bring it to a conclusion. 


=e Se 
BOYCINCUENTA CENT® ¢ 

I shall not attempt to write anything about the history of either the 
country or the postal issues of Panama,—what I have to say about the stamps 
is almost entirely technical. The issue of 1878 is so well known to collectors 
that any description of the designs would be superfluous. The stamps were 
produced by lithography. Apparently there was a mother die for the 5, to 
and 20 centavos. This die did not include the numerals and words denoting 
the value, which are to be found in the lower part of the stamps. Three 
transfer dies were made from the mother die and to them were added the 
necessary words and figures to complete the designs for the three lower values 
of the series. 

‘Lhere is a peculiarity about the 10 centavos stamp which is of great 
importance to collectors, since it serves to distinguish the scarce originals 
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from the numerous reprints. In each corner of the stamps is a small shield, 
bearing the coat of arms of the Republic of Colombia. Theshield is divided 
horizontally into three sections : the upper section contains some species of 
tropical fruit, with a cornucopia to the right and left ; the middle section has 
a Liberty cap ; and the lower one shows the Isthmus of Panama, with a ship 
on each side of it. On the ro centavos the shield in the upper left corner 
has the middle and lower sections blank. So far as I have been able to learn, 
the original stamps all show the unfinished shield, while, on the contrary, the 
reprints all have it completed as in the other three corners. Mr. Bacon's 
valuable book on reprints says that the reprints of the ro centavos have a short 
line crossing the outer frame line. below the letters “ ra” of “ CENTAVOS 

I think Mr. Bacon has been misled here. I have never seen this mark on 
any of the reprints, but I have found it on some of the originals. As it does 
not occur on all originals, I am inclined to believe it is merely a defect in 
certain stamps on the stone, or. possibly. there were several transfers and this 
is a feature of one of them. I have, however, a theory that only one stone 
was made for each denomination of the original series 

Of the 50 centavos stamp, it is sufficient to say that the design is an 
enlarged copy of that used for the lower values of the series. 

I have never seen a full sheet of any of these stamps, but I am told that 
the 20 centavos is known in a sheet of one hundred (ten rows of ten stamps). 
It is reasonable to assume that the sheets of all values contained an uniform 
number of stamps. Genuinely postmarked copies of these stamps are rather 
scarce. I have, however, been able to find sufficient of them to assist me 
materially in studying the stamps The stones deteriorated with use and the 
marks of wear help greatly in arranging the various printings in order. The 
first impressions were very clear and fine, showing all the lines of the design; 
subsequent printings show ever increasing signs of wear, which are most 
notable in the lines of the clouds and the sea and the finer shading of the 
panels 

The paper of the first printing may be termed, in a general way, “ thin.’ 
It ranges from very thin and semi-transparent to that which is opaque and of 
medium thickness. The 5 and 10 centavos seem to be on a harder paper 
than the 20 and so centavos. I have also seen a few examples of very early 
impressions that are apparently on the paper which was used for later print- 
ings and which is commonly termed “ thick.” 

Except for some stamps which were privately perforated, the stamps are 
imperforate. 

The reference list which I have arranged is as follows : 

I. Early printings. 

Fine clear impression. 

Thin yellowish-white wove paper. 

Smooth yellowish white gum. 

5c gray green 
5c deep yellow green 
rec pale blue 
rec bright blue 
toc blue 
icc deep blue 
2cc deep rose 
20c rose red 
sec buff 

Variety: Sewing machine perforation. 

5c deep yellow green 





II. Later printings. 

Worn impression. 

Thin to medium yellowish-white wove paper. 

Yellowish-white gum, slightly crackled. 

5c deep green 
2oc pale rose 
20c rose 

III. Latest printings 

Impression much worn. 

Thick, soft white paper. 

Smooth yellowish-white or white gum. 

5c deep green 
5c blue green 
1oc blue 
1oc deep blue 
20c (?) 
soc brownish yellow 
soc yellow bistre 

The reprints are more plentiful than has been generally supposed. They 
are being sent from Europe to this country in considerable quantities. The 
reprints of the 5, 10 and 20 centavos are printed from new stones made from 
retouched dies. The marks of retouching are most noticeable in the waves 
in the central picture. In the 1o centavos stamps the shield in the upper 
left corner has been completed and the numerals in the lower spandrels differ 
in shape and position from those on the original stamps. I believe the 50 
centavos stamps are also printed from a new stone made from a_ retouched 
die, but, because the color is light and the impression usually clearer than 
for the other values, the marks of retouching are not so apparent Some of 
the 5 centavos reprints seem to be from a worn stone, but, as later impressions 
do not show signs of wear, I think this effect must be attributed to the ink 
and the amount of it applied to the stone. 

Speaking generally, the 5, 10 and 20 centavos stamps are blurred, while 
the 50 centavos stamps are clear and well printed In the set on thin. white 
paper, which I place last, the impression of all the values is very much blur- 
red. 

The variations in color, paper, etc., make it evident that there have been 
several reprintings. They appear to group themselves by resemblances in 
paper, gum or impression into about six sets. I have put these sets in the 
order in which I think they were printed, but it may prove necessary to re- 
vise this arrangement later. The shades of the stamps vary with each set, 
but it is sometimes difficult to describe them so that they may be readily dis- 
tinguished. It is possible that several shades of a stamp may belong to one 
printing and be due to irregular inking and to the stamps being gummed at 
different times with various gums. 

The reference list of the reprints is as follows : 


I. Stout yellowish-white wove paper. 
Yellow gum. 
5c (?) 
rec blue 
2cc deep red 
soc yellow buff 
White gum. 
5c deep gray green 





roc sky blue 
2oc red 
soc yellow buff 
'  Yellowish-white gum. 
5c deep green 
1oc light blue 
2oc pale dull rose 
sec orange yellow 
Without gum. 
5c gray green 
roc blue 
2oc (?) 
sec golden yellow 
II. Ordinary white paper. 
White gum. 
5c pale yellow green 
tcc (?) 
2oc dull rose 
soc (?) 
III. Thin white paper. 
White gum or without gum. 
5c yellow green 
roc (?) 
2oc deep dull rose 
soc deep golden yellow 





Our English Letter. 


By EpwarpD J. NANKIVELL. 


LonpDon, 16, Jan. 1904. 


The great event has come off in grand style. The much talked of “ Post 
Office’’ Mauritius has been put up for sale at auction and has been sold, 
after keen open competition. It was knocked down for the record sum of 
£1450, which amount was promptly paid over on the spot in Bank of Eng- 
land notes, It cost the owner only a few pence when a boy at school in 1864. 
The bidding began at £500, then went from £600 to £800, £1000, £1050, 
Z£Liroo, Fi1ge, F200, £1250, £1260, £1270, £1280, £1300, £1320, 
£1340, £1360, £1380, and to £1400, then the successful bidder knocked 
his competitors out of time with a #50 bid bringing the price up to £1450, 
when it was declared sold Of course the excitement was great and a regular 
round of applause greeted the buyer. 


The said buyer, however; did not disclose his name, but Dame Rumor 
says the purchase was effected on the order of the Earl of Crawford, but that 
the gem is really intended for the collection of the Prince of Wales, who, of 
course, would not appear openly as a buyer. I cannot say what truth there 
is in the rumor, but it is very likely to be true. Those of us who are mem 
bers of the Philatelic Society of London know what a thorough philatelist 
the Prince is, and how keen is his interest in his collection. 


We have not, by the way, had the Prince’s promised notes on recent 
English issues yet, at the London Society. It was to have been the paper 
for the first week in November Presumably it will come lateron. Anyway, 
it is being looked forward to with more than ordinary interest, for all sources 
of information on English stamps are open to His Royal Highness. 


There is beginning to be some talk about another big international ex- 
hibition in London, but the talk at present is mostly confined to those to 
whom the wish is the father to the thought. The responsible collectors who 
would have to bear the brunt of engineering such an exhibition will want a 
lot of persuading to tackle another for some time to come. I doubt very 
much if any outcry will bring it off for 1905, as some folks begin to prophesy. 
And I can speak for many fastidious collectors who are getting less and less 
inclined to expose their stamps in exhibitions. 


Of course the mounting and unmounting of stamps for exhibition pur 
poses will be largely obviated by those who adopt the new idea of the 
‘* Cistafile ” for the arrangement of their collections as then they will simply 
have to sort out the cards on which their gems are already mounted and for- 
ward them to the Exhibition Committee. It is in the unmounting and re. 
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mounting that so many swear words are used. I have known very valuable 
stamps to be seriously damaged in the process. The “ Cistafile ” will put an 
end to all that, for it is a card mounting method in the first instance. 


Lonpon, 6 February, 1904. 
Dame Rumor seems to have been fairly correct as to the destination of 
the “ Post Office” Mauritius which recently sold for £1,450. It has passed 
into the collections of the Prince of Wales. But it was not Lord Crawford 
who was the nominal buyer, but just plain Mr Crawford, the dealer. As a 
genuine, above board, sale, with cash paid on the nail, the price establishes 
an unquestionable record. It is said that the other competitor for the rarity 


was the Berlin Museum, which, as everyone knows, prides itself on its splendid 
collection 


The known copies of the rarity now total up to twenty-six, fourteen of 
the one penny and twelve of the two pence. Of these two of the penny and 
five of the two pence are unused. It was the grand unused condition of the 
recently sold copy that created such a stir and brought so many ready buyers, 
for there were several bidders. 


According to our Australian cablegrams we are to have an Australian 
Commonwealth issue in the near future. It is stated that the plates for a 
King's head issue are being prepared at Melbourne. Of course it is possible 
that our Melbourne friends may turn out something creditable in the matter 


of design, but if they do, it will be a novel departure, for there is probably no 
stamp producing establishment in the whole world with such a low grade re- 
cord in design and printing The od, as a curio, in stamp designs, would be 
hard to beat There ought to be some boys in their art schools who should 
be able to improve upon the past attempts of the Victorian government. 


An old Philatelist has turned up in the centre of disturbance in the Far 
East in the person of Col. Norris Newman, formerly of South Africa, who now 
represents the London Daily Mail as one of its war correspondents on the 
spot, ready for the anticipated war between Russia and Japan. 


So look out 
for philatelic varieties and war stamps. 


Professor Hamilton, of the University of Otago, is contributing to Gibbons 
Monthly Journal, a very exhaustive and comprehensive history of the New 
Zealand pictorial, or Waterlow, series. And it is abundantly evident that he 
has the free use of the official records for his work. 


Already he has provided us with a bit of a shock. It will be remembered 
that the %d, 1d and 2d, were redrawn to a smaller size for technical reasons 
connected with the printing The Colonial printing commenced with new 
plates. There is no Colonial print of the large sizes of these values known to 
us But, lo and behold! here is a letter quoted from the Colonial government 
printer announcing, in October, 1900. “I have arranged to print some ¥d 
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from the old plates to-morrow,” and here we are pulled up with “to be con- 
tinued in our next.” These “old plates” may have been either the discarded 
Waterlow 44d or the old plates of the Queen’s head. Presumably they were 
the old Queen's head plates. Meanwhile we must possess our souls in patience 
till the{next number of the Monthly Journal, but it is rather bad of that staid 
journal to go in for penny dreadful sensations in this style. 


Mr. A. T. Bate, one of the best known of the leading Australian col- 
lectors and Professor Hamilton of the University of Otago, both protest, in 
letters published in the January number of the London Philate/list, against the 
ridiculous charges made against the current New Zealand issues. Mr. Bate 
asks collectors to suspend their judgment till he has had time to place the 
real facts before them, and Professor Hamilton rather caustically refers to 
‘unwarranted attacks from writers who parade the interest of philately, but 
whose motives are at least open to suspicion.” From what I hear New Zea- 
land officials and collectors are not going to sit quietly under the charges 
fulminated against them. 


This question of the value of original gum is getting a bit exciting. Now, 
if 1 were a dealer, I should most assuredly curse the original gummers up hill 
and down dale Indeed one dealer does me the kindness to say that, though 
he admits my letters in the A. J. P interests him immensely, I am altogether 
on the wrong tack in this original gum business. Original gummers and 
“condition ’ cranks, it appears, are the very bane of the dealer’s existence 
I can quite believe it and, if I were a dealer, I should want a large store of 
profanity for daily consumption, knowing, as I do, the increasing demand 
which there is for immaculate specimens, even of the commonest stamps. 


Nevertheless, there is no getting over the fact that no stamp on earth 
can be said to be in mint condition that is not in its best actual issue condi- 
tion If, as was sometimes the case, a stamp was issued without gum, then it 
is clear you don’t want any gum in that case But if there was any gum on 
the’stamp when issued you want to have a look at it. 


I was told the other day that one of the most celebrated of the greatest 
collectors has: always washed the gum off certain thickly gummed 
stamps that were issued on somewhat brittle. paper. Well, I don't know of 
any reason why a collector, if it pleases him, should not take all his stamps 
into the bath with him every morning and give them a good tubbing along 
with himself. But I fancy neither process would add materially to the 
acceptance of the specimens by other collectors. : 


Of course there is no denying the fact that some of the older, and, unfor- 
tunately, many varieties of European issues, have to be handled very gingerly 
or they will crack. The gum has been laid on so thickly and the paper is so 
brittle that it is, in some cases hard to get a copy not badly cracked. In those 
cases it is, perhaps, tempting to some collectors to remove the gum. Personal- 





ly, I should prefer to cast about for some method for giving the stamp extra 
protection. 


The Governor of North Borneo has had enough of the British North 
Borneo Co. and has returned home He admits having informed our Colo- 
nial office that, in his opinion. the time had come when the Imper al govern- 
ment should take over the British North Borneo Company's territories. In 
the opinion of philatelists the time arrived long ago for sending the Company 
to the right about In their opinion the government would be improved by 
handing it over, even to the natives. There are not to be found in any avail- 
able dictionary words expressive enough to give even a faint idea of the con 
tempt in which the Co. is held by philatelists here. 


Is a change in progress in the De la Rue Colonial type? I am rather in- 
clined to think there is. It will be remembered that, when the larger heads 
came out on the King’s head Transvaal's, that they were welcomed as a great 
improvement, as compared with the miniature heads on the general De la Rue 
Colonial type Since then several colonies have been provided with the large 
head of the King. But there has been no discarding of small heads already 
supplied till now we hear that new series with the large head has been started 
for Straits Settlements to supersede the small head set already issued. 


If this bodes a new series for all the colonies, as new supplies are required, 
in place of small heads, then we are in for a nice fresh array of King’s heads. 


I note in the arrangements of the Boston Philatelic Society what is, to 
me, a new idea in exhibitions, namely, an uncatalogued variety competition. 
It strikes me as an ‘attractive departure. But once it becomes a feature in 
our exhibitions, as [ suspect it may, I fancy cataloguers and chroniclers will 
have reason to rue its introduction, for, of course, every collector who discovers 
an uncatalogued variety, instead of sending it to his favorite journal as hither- 
to, will, in future, keep it up his sleeve till the next exhibition. Then the 
cataloguers will have to write up their varieties in.the uncatalogued variety 
exhibitions 


The Monthly Circular has started a novelty in the shape of an index of 
Philatelic Biography. It will be very useful for looking up the eminents. 


Mr. Charles J. Phillips has been giving a credulous newspaper inter 
viewer a few tall prices, apropos of the sale of the “* Post Office ’ Mauritius 
He caps the “ Post Office” record with the following : 

British Guiana, February, 1856, 1 cent. used, value £2,000. 

Hawaiian Islands 1851. 2 cents, unused, value, £1 600. 

The only copy known of the British Guiana, 1856, 1 cent, is in the Fer 
rary collection As that is never likely to come into the market it would be 
safe enough to add a few more noughts to the value. Of the Hawaiian rarity 
twelve copies are said to exist, but I have rever seen any statement as to 
whether they are used or unused 

















Cuiti.—Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste publishes the decree, which 
is dated Dec 15, 1903, authorizing the new series and from it we glean the 
following information relative to the adhesive stamps: The sizes will be as 
follows : for the values from ic. to soc. 25x28 mm; the 1p and 2p. 25x35 
mm. The values from toc. to 2p. inclusive will be bi-colored. having the 
central portion in black, and the colors and portraits are to be as follows : 


1c green, Don Diego Fortales. 
2c rose, Arturo Prat 
3c sepia, Lord Cochrane. 
4c brown, Camilo Henriquez. 
5c blue, statue of Don Bernardo O Higgins. 
1ec j earl gray and black, Don Ramon Freire. 
1zc pale rose “f ‘“* Don Manuel-Blanco Encalada. 
15c scarlet i: ** Don Francisco Antonio Pinto 
2oc purple ‘ ‘** Don Joaquin Prieto. 
2sc red-brown “ ‘ Don Manuel Bulnes. 
30c deep green “ “Don Manuel Montt 
5cc sky-blue “ ‘Don Jose Joaquin Perez. 
p golden yellow and black. Condor. 
zp bronze and black, statue of Don Jose de San- Martin 
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CoLomMBIAN REPUBLIC. —We are indebted to one of the J. M 
Co.’s. recent auction catalogues for the following unchronicled varieties : 
1883, 20c claret on dblutsh ; 1887, 2c orange red on rose and acc purple on 
greenish, imperforate pairs ; 1889, 20c purple on grayish, imperforate pair 

Boyaca, 1903, 5p and sop imperforate 


Bartels 


o &@ & & & 


INDIA.—BHOPAUL.—We quote from the Monthly Journal: ‘‘ Our 
publishers * * * have also obtained we regret to state, several additions to 
the list of remainders of the obsolete stamps. which have been embossed with 
the new die previously to being sold in bulk. These varieties we consider 
to be of no interest to the collector, as they were never intended for use in 
their present condition and, are, in fact, to some extent reprints. We find 
amongst this stock the imitation of Type :3*, which we described in May, 


but printed in green (various shades) instead of in 4/ack ; we consider this 
to be a mere official forgery.” 
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KISHENGARH.— Zhe Monthly Journal says: ‘Mr. Ewen shows us 


*Our type A17. 
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sheets of the new stamp which we chronicled last month, and the value turns 
out to be % anna instead of 4 anna’ ‘They are lithographed in sheets con 
taining eight stamps, all separately drawn and therefore forming eight varie- 
ties of type, differing from one another most conspicuously in the spacing of 
some of the lines in the background ; the design itself has been very carefully 
copied, but still there are, of course, slight variations. The arrangement of 
the sheet is peculiar; the draughtsman evidently intended to provide for 
sheets of ten, in two horizontal rows of five but thought better of it, and left 
two blank frames for stamps at the left of the second row. But we thought 
the State Post Office of Kishengarh had been given up, and that there were 
to be no more stamps !”" 


Spain — Zhe Monthly Journal says: ‘We are shown a block of the 
current 5c stamp imperforate, and we are told that a sheet or two in this con 
dition reached the post office at ( adiz and were sold there. The block be- 
fore us has been postmarked “ capiz—24 Dic. 03." The number on the 
back is “177,9)4,° and the paper, like that of some other (fa/l/e-douce 
engraved stamps, has the appearance of being /a#d, horizontally when looked 
at in one direction and vertically when looked at in another; the cloth 
pressed upon it in printing must to have had prominent threads in both 
directions.” 
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UNITED STATES.—We have seen 
the new Western Union Telegraph 
frank for 1904. It is of the current 
design and those which we have seen 
have been in books of 24 stamps 

Teleg: aph stamp. 

Perforated. 

Western Union Tel. Co. 

No value, red violet 


BERMUDA.—Several of our con- 
temporaries announce the appearance 
of the half-penny of the ‘“‘ Dock-yard ” 
type. Ewen’s Weekly Stamp News 
gives December 16, 1903, as the date 
of issue 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perforated 14. 

Wp gray green and black 


OBYLON.—The Monthly Journal 
notes the following King’s head stamps 
surcharged “ ON SERVICE”’: 

Official stamps. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perforated 14. 

Black surcharge. 

3c green 
5c lilac 
15c ultramarine 


COLOMBIAN REPUBLIO. — We 
have seen the following Registration 
Return Receipt stamp (our type RR2) 
perforated : 

Regist: ation Return Receipt stamp. 

Perforated 12. 
1oc blue on blue 


Barranquilla Issue.—We have seen 
a few more varieties of the :oc, our 
type A76. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Imperforate. 
1oc dark blue on bluish, laid paper 
> Sales “© fawn ee 
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FRENCH INDIA —Ll'Fcho de /a 
Timbrologie chronicles four new sur- 
charges. A new numeral of value 
being printed in the centre of the 
stamp. They add, also, another one 
which is produced by the overprint 
“INDE FCAISE—POSTES —0.05”” upon 
the upper half of a fiscal stamp and, 
as nothing is said of the lower half of 
the stamp, we presume that it was 
destroyed. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 14x13%. 

Carmine surcharge. 

5c on 25c black on rose 
Cer we 2" 
15c a) 25¢ “ee e “é 

Black surcharge 
40c On §0C rose 
5c blue 


HAYTI.—We have received the 
new issue for this country and our 
correspondent informs us that 
remainders of the old issues 
been withdrawn from sale. 

The design of the new set is the 
same as that of the commemorative 
series chronicled by us last month 
excepting that all values bear a | or 
trait of President Nord and they are 
printed in one color only. Like the 


the 
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commemorative set they are disfigured 
by the control stamp. 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated 12. 
Blue surcharge. 
1c green 
2c red 
5c deep blue 
10c orange brown 
20c orange 
50c violet-brown 


IOBLAND —We find that we have 
omitted to chronicle the 5a with the 
“I GILDI” surcharge in black. 

Adhesive stamp 

Perforated 12%. 

Black surcharge. 
5a green 


INDIA. — Bhopaul.—The Monthly 
Journal announces the appearance 
of the rest of the set with the circular 
embossing, and also the Ya (our type 


A17) redrawn, with a double lined 
frame around each stamp, with the 
same embossing 
Adhesive stamts 
Imperforate 
Ya green 
1a brown 
2a blue 
8a mauve 


Nabha.— 7he Philatelic Record 
chronicles three new values of the 
King’s head series with the “Service” 
overprint for this State. 

Official stamps. 

Watermarked Star. 

Perforated 14. 

Black surcharge 
4a olive green 
8a red violet 
ir Carmine and green 


Patiala.—-Le Zimbrophile Belge an- 
nounces the appearance of the 3p 
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of the King’s head type of India over 
*printed for this State. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Star. 

Perforated 14 

Black surcharge 
3P gray 


INDO OCHINA.—Le Collecttonneur 
de Timbres-Poste lists a new surcharge 
upon the 15c of 1900 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 14x13. 

Black surcharge. 
5¢ on 15¢ gray On light gray 


IVORY COAST.—We quote from 
L’Echo de la Timbrologie: ‘‘ Now 
that they have taken up postal packets, 
they do not seem to know when to 
stop; the surcharges continue and 
business should increase (not the 
business in the packets but in the 
stamps). Behold, a new surcharge 
has reached us; x x» x It has been 
printed in blocks of twenty-five and 
each block presents the following 
varieties : 

4 stamps with the ‘‘o” (of “ 
without the accent 

4 stamps with large stars. 

1 stamp with one star large 

Si ‘*' two large stars and the 
‘*o” without accent ” 

The stamps with the two large stars 
are numbers 3, 10, 12 and 1g in the 
block ; those without the accent are 
numbers 2, 8, 13 and 20; that with 
one star is number 16 and that with 
the missing accent and two large 
stars is number 21. 

Le Timbrophile Belge “illustrates 
the surcharge. which is “ COoLis 
POSTAUX” at the top; “cOTE 
D'IVOIRE” at the bottom and “4 
FRANCS ” obliquely in the center be- 
tween two fine lines, the latter inscrip- 
tion having a five-pointed star before 
and after it. There is a fine line be 
low the upper inscription and one 
above the lower inscription. The 
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stamps thus disfigured are the 15c 
and 3cec of the Colonial Postage Due. 
Postal Packet stamps. 
Imperforate. 
4fr on 15c green 
4fr on 30c red 


ITALY. —Britrea.— According to the 
Monthly Journal the two high value 
Postage Due stamps chronicled by 
us in December have been surcharged 
for use in this colony. 

Postage Due stamps. 

Perforated. 

Black surcharge (?) 

501 yellow 
1001 blue 


MADAGASCAR (FRENCH).—Mr. 
William Thorne has shown us a new 
issue for this country. The stamps 
are of upright rectangular shape, 
21x26%mm in size, and have in the 
centre a landscape with, what we take 


to be, a banana tree, at the right of 
which is a monkey, and at the left— 


acow with a hump In the left upper 
corner is a small tablet with the nu 
meral of value. followed by “F” in 
the case of the denominations in 
francs; in the right upper corner, a 
small tablet with the letters “rr” 
in monogram. Between the tablets, 
across the top, is the word *‘ postEs”’, 
and across the bottom is the inscrip 
tion ‘‘MADAGASCAR ET DEPENDAN 
ces”. There is a narrow panel at 
each side, filled with leaves. Many 
of the colors are very much alike, 
especially when seen by artificial light, 
and we anticipate that there will be 
a great divergence of names assigned 
to them in different chronicles. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked. 

Perforated 11%. 

1c dark violet 

2c olive brown 

ac brown 

5c yellow green 

1cc red 


15c carmine 

20c orange 

25c dull blue 

30c pale red 

40c gray violet 
soc brown orange 
75¢ yellow 

ifr deep green 
2fr slate green 
5fr black 


NEW ZBALAND.—The Australian 
Philatelist mentions the one penny 
Life Insurance Department with the 
new watermark, while Zwen'’s Week/; 
Stamp News adds a postal-fiscal with 
the same watermark 

Life Insurance Department stam;s 

Watermarked single lined NZ. and 
star. 

Perforated 11. 
ip blue 

Perforated 14x11. 
1p blue 

Postal Fiscal stamp. 

Watermarked si»gle lined N. Z. and 
star. 

Perforated 11. 
4s rose 


PANAMA.—We have a few more 
varieties to add to the lists of the sur- 
charged stamps, most of which have 
been shown us by Mr. J. A. Klemann 

Adhesive stamps 

Perforated 12. 


I. Issued in the City of Panama 
SER cm ce 


Surcharged in 
carmine 


PANAMA 
VWVNVd 


rec yellow, double surcharge 


II. Issued in the City of Colon 





Republica 


Surcharged ; 
de Panama. 





Black surcharge. 
ic green, vertical surcharge 
1c ‘* double surcharge, one in- 
verted 
1oc yellow. double surcharge, one in- 
verted 
zoc violet double surcharge 
Brown surcharge. 
1c green 

Pelure paper. 

Blue surcharge 
soc brown (issue 1887-88) 

The scc brown with the printed 
surcharge of Colon, which we chronic- 
led last month, was the variety on 
thick white paper. In a recent pur 
chase of these stamps we found one 
sheet of the 1c green, the upper half 
of which was surcharged in carmine, 
and the lower half in brown. We 
illustrate the surcharge which we des- 
cribed last month as appearing on the 
2cc violet 


REPUBLICA 
DE PANAMA. 
III. Issued in David. 


Surcharged in 
violet 


CORREOS 
DAVID 


2c rose 


LV. Issued in Bocas del Toro. 

We regret that we have not yet 
secured an illustration of this sur- 
charge; we are, however, able to add 
to the list of regular adhesives and 
also to report two registration stamps 
used in this city: the first is the regu 
lar 10c yellow surcharged “‘R DE 
PANAMA’ and a large letter ‘Rr ’’; the 
second is the registration stamp of 
the Colombian Republic, zoc blue on 
blue, with the value reduced to 10c 
by a manuscript surcharge in red ink, 
and also surcharged with a large “ R™ 


Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated 12. 
Violet surcharge. 
Ic green 


2c rose 
5c blue 
icc yellow 
5ec brown 
1p brown carmine 
Registration stamps 
Perforated 12. 
Violet surcharge. 
icc yellow 
[mperforate. 
Red and violet surcharges 
1oc on 20c blue on blue 


PARAGUAY.—Ze Colleciionneur de 
Timbres-Poste chronicles a new series 
of Postage Due stamps. We hope to 
illustrate them next month. 

Postage Due stamps. 

Perforated 

2c yellow green 

C4. 7 
10¢ 
20c 


“c sé 


PHILIPPINES.—We have seen the 
following varieties of the new series 
of envelopes and wrappers overprint- 
ed for this colony : 

Envelope stamps. 

Green surcharge. 
1c green on amber, size 
ae Ss 
2c blue, 9%: 

Carmine surcharge. 

> Carmine on white, size 5 
= amber, “ 5 
or buff, size 13 
blue, - “2 


“é “ 


“e “ 


s ‘ 


Wrapfers. 
Green surcharge 
1c green On manila 
(armine surcharge. 
2c carmine on manila 


SOMALILAND PROTECTORATE 
—The Monthly Journal announces a 
new value for the regular series, as 
chronicied by us last month, and four 
new official stamps surcharged “ O. 
H. M. S.” 
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Adhesive stamp. 
Watermark Crown and C. C. 
Perforated 14. 
3r black and green 
Official stamts. 
Watermarked Crown and C. A. 
Perforated : 4. 
Black surcharge. 
Ya green and dark green 
1a carmine and gray 
2a violet and lilac 
8a milky blue and gray 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA.—/wen's 
Weckly Stamp News announces the 
following novelties : 

Official stamps. 

Watermarked Crown and §. A. 

Perforated S. A. 

Perforated 13. 

Wp green 
2%p blue 
3p olive 


58 rose 
Perforated 11%. 
6p green 


STRAITS SBETTLEMENTS.—Ac 
cording to Le Timbrophile Belge 
another value of the new type of the 
King’s head series has made its ap- 
pearance. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermark Crown and C. A. 

Perforated 14. 
4c violet on red 


VENEZUBLA.—We have seen a 
new stamp from this country. It is 
the 50c, our type Az25, surcharged 
vertically “ COxREOS— VALE B 0,05— 
1904”’ in three lines. 

Adhesive stamp 

Perforated 12. 

Black surcharge. 
5c on soc yellow green 














The Collectors Club. 


35! FourtTH AVENUE, New YORK. 


The 103d meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the Club House 
on Monday evening, February 8, 1904. 

Present: Messrs. Andreini, Bruner, Dewing, Morgenthau, Luff, Rich, 
Scott and Perrin. 

The President called the meeting to order at 8 25 P. M. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as read. A num- 
ber of communications were read by the Secretary 

There being a few members who have failed to pay their dues for the 
current year it was resolved that, unless they have remitted before the next 
meeting of the Board, their names will be stricken from the membership roll. 

The Treasurer's report, showing a cash balance on hand of $282.21, ex- 
clusive of reserve fund, was read and accepted. 

‘The report of the House Committee was read and received. 

Moved, seconded and carried that the lease of the ‘ lub House be re- 
newed for one year and the Treasurer be authorized to sign the lease for one 
year, beginning May 1, 1904, at a rental of $1.3¢o per annum. ‘The judges 
appointed to award the medals for the competitive exhibition of the stamps 
of Porto Rico submitted their report as follows : 


New York, February 8, 1904. 
To tHE BOARD OF GOVERNORS, 

The Collectors’ Club : 

The undersigned Committee, appointed to judge the exhibits entered in 
the prize competition of the stamps of Porto Rico, beg to report as follows : 

Three collections were entered for the two prizes to be awarded. All 
three turned out to be very excellent and nearly complete collections of the 
stamps of this country. The collection exhibited under the name of * The 
Sublime Porte was made on a specialist's plan, and contains numerous shades 
and blocks of four ; the latter, of course, according to the rules of the com- 
petition, were not taken into consideration by the judges in the cases of per- 
forated stamps, although they added considerably to the appearance of the 
exhibit ; but even eliminating blocks, this collection we found to exceed the 
other two, especially in the presence of more numerous examples of the errors 
of the first surcharged issues, of imperforate pairs, and varieties and errors of 
the 1898 surcharges, and for these reasons was deemed worthy of the first 
prize or silver medal 

The collection exhibited by ‘‘Z. Y. X ” exceeded the one exhibited by 
Puritan in containing a full sheet of the Coamo Provisional, where the other 
had only a single copy, and also containing more varieties of the various sur- 
charged issues. and your judges decided that the bronze medal should be 
awarded to * Z. Y. X.” 

The collection exhibited by “ Puritan,” in the opinion of your judges de 
serves a great deal of commendation, particularly for its splendid mounting 
and logical arrangement, and we deem it only just to the exhibitor to award 
to him a more than perfunctory honorable mention 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. C. MorRGENTHAU, 
Joun W. Scott, 
P. F. BRUNER. 
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Upon opening the envelopes containing the names of the exhibitors the 
awards were found to have been as follows: Mr. F. H Tows, silver medal; 
Mr. W. H. sussdorf, bronze medal ; Mr. Geo. L Toppan, honorable men 
tion. 

The report of the judges was accepted with thanks 

The following judges were appointed to award the medals of the next 
competition (U. S. Postage, Official, Dues, Newspaper and Revenues), to be 
held on March 14th: 

John N. Luff, W. W Dewing, P. F. Bruner, W.S Scott, F. H. Tows 

A vote of thanks was tendered Mr. Oscar De Jonge for two stamp plates 
presented to the club. 

The applications of Geo. D. Morse and Edward H Mason having been 
posted the required length of time were balloted upon and they were de- 
clared to have been unanimously elected subscribing members of the clul 

Adjourned at 9.30 P. M. 

ALBERT PERRIN, Secrefary. 








